SALAZAR AD: “AGREE”  :30

	SCRIPT:
	THE FACTS:

	[V/O]: Colorado’s newspapers endorse Ken Salazar for US Senate


	10/13/04: Durango Herald endorsed Salazar, writing, “Salazar has worked with plenty of members of the other party. In these too-partisan times, that bodes well” (editorial, DH, 10/13/04)
10/17/04: Pueblo Chieftain endorsed Salazar, writing: “Blessed with an outstanding mind and a great heart, Mr. Salazar walks comfortably in other's shoes, whether they be from the big city or the country farm. He is sensitive to the needs of rural folks that others may have forgotten.” (editorial, PC, 10/17/04)

10/12/04: Cortez Journal endorsed Salazar, writing, “Ken Salazar's main strength is his experience. As the state's attorney general, he's had to deal with the issues confronting Colorado and its people. His endorsement by state Rep. Mark Larson, a Republican, is indicative of the loyalty he commands. He can hit the ground running in Washington D.C. Pete Coors simply cannot, and because of Coors' lack of experience, he'd be susceptible to pressure from all sides.” (editorial, CJ, 10/12/04)

10/10/04: Daily Camera endorsed Salazar, writing that he “supports a strong response to terrorism” and calling him “a man who has demonstrated an ability to represent the broad middle.” (editorial, DC, 10/10/04)

10/9/04: Rocky Mountain News endorsed Salazar, calling him a “proven problem-solver.” (editorial, RMN, 10/9/04)

10/17/04: Denver Post endorsed Salazar, citing his “independence, common sense and fiscal moderation” and his status as “a problem-solver, waving the flag of civility and pragmatism.” (editorial, DP, 10/17/04)



	The Rocky says, “the proven problem-solver”
	RMN Endorsed Salazar’s 2004 Senate Bid: “A Proven Record Of Service”

In an editorial published on October 9, 2004 entitled: “Ken Salazar for U.S. Senate/ A proven record of service,” the Rocky Mountain News wrote, “Salazar has consistently displayed the sort of pragmatic, sensible judgment that will serve him well in the nation's capital. … we've watched Salazar for years take on difficult problems, master their intricacies and offer workable solutions, and we are not sure whether Coors possesses a similar talent. It is not even clear to what extent he is responsible for the undeniable success of the Coors brewery ever since the family turned to outside expertise to manage the company. Salazar and Coors both have deep roots in this state and their commitment to making it a better place to live is just as profound. But of the two, the fifth-generation Coloradan from the San Luis valley is the proven problem-solver and thus our choice for the Senate.”  (editorial, RMN, 10/9/04)



	The Post: “independence, common sense and fiscal moderation…”

Salazar “supports tax cuts for the middle class…”

Pete Coors “favors families of wealth”


	DP Endorsed Salazar’s 2004 Senate Bid: “Independence, Common Sense And Fiscal Moderation”

In an editorial published on October 17, 2004 entitled “Ken Salazar for U.S. Senate,” the Denver Post wrote, “We urge Salazar's election. He has a vigorous and impressive background in public service and has proved his effectiveness in office time and again. He personifies Colorado characteristics of independence, common sense and fiscal moderation, and has the temperament to bridge the partisan divide that has led the current Congress to one impasse after another. … Salazar is a salt-of-the-earth choice if ever there was one, and not only because he looks like he was born in his cowboy hat. Twice elected attorney general, and a moderate voice in Democratic politics, he has played a major role in state resource and law enforcement policies for well over a decade. Coors is making his first foray into politics after running the family's successful brewing business and making many civic contributions. … Salazar supports tax cuts for the middle class but would end breaks for people who make more than $200,000. Coors endorses policies that favor families of wealth - he would keep tax breaks for the very wealthy and would eliminate the estate tax as well (although he says he could probably accept Salazar's proposal for a $10 million cap on the exemption). … Salazar would go to the Senate as a problem-solver, waving the flag of civility and pragmatism. We urge voters to give him the chance.” (editorial, DP, 10/17/04)



	Even with war and a deficit, Coors still wants four trillion dollars in tax breaks, largely for millionaires


	USA Today: CBO and Bush Administration Estimated Coors’ Tax Policy At $4T

According to USA Today, “On tax policy, though, Coors is an activist. He wants to make permanent all of the Bush administration's tax cuts, plus eliminate taxes on investment dividends, capital gains taxes and the alternative minimum tax -- at a cost the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office and the Bush administration estimate at about $4 trillion over 10 years...” (USA Today, 10/5/04)

USA Today: Coors Policies “Unabashedly” Favor The Wealthy

According to USA Today, Coors "unabashedly calls for slashing taxes in ways that would benefit the privileged.” (USA Today, 10/5/04)

Coors’ Own Tax Policy Would Cut His $5M Tax Bill By Nearly $680K

According to an analysis by the Rocky Mountain News, Coors’ tax proposal as he outlined during his 2004 Senate campaign would have reduced his 2000 tax liability, 5,210,373, by at least 13 percent - $677,791. (RMN, 9/18/04)

Coors: “I Don't Think There's Anything Wrong With Being Self-Serving, Either. What's Wrong With That”

In response to questions that his tax proposals would largely benefit the wealthy, such as himself, Coors responded, “I don't think there's anything wrong with being self-serving, either. What's wrong with that?” (RMN, 9/18/04)



	Two trillion to privatize Social Security


	Coors Supported Privatizing Social Security

In the NFIB debate on July 1, 2004, Coors said the federal government needed to “begin a process with new entrants into the Social Security program an opportunity to have private savings accounts.” Coors also suggested reforming Social Security by giving citizens a “contract so that we’re sure that you benefit from what you paid in.” He also wanted to raise the return of negative 0.2 percent of Social Security. (NFIB debate, 7/1/04)

Personal Savings Accounts Are The Same As Privatization

An October, 2003 article in the New York Times Magazine wrote that implementing personal savings accounts for social security means privatizing social security.  The Times wrote “‘personal savings accounts’ (which is another way of saying the privatization of Social Security).”  (NYT Magazine, 10/12/03)

Alliance For Retired Americans:  Coors Supports Privatizing Social Security

The Alliance for Retired Americans’ website state that Peter Coors, “supports privatizing Social Security.”  (Alliance for Retired Americans, http://www.retiredamericans.org/index.php?tg=articles&idx=More&topics=127&article=404)

Bush Referred to Social Security Plan As The “Privatizing Of Social Security” 

In a story published in the October 17, 2004 issue of the New York Times Magazine, President Bush said, ''I'm going to come out strong after my swearing in…with fundamental tax reform, tort reform, privatizing of Social Security.'' (NYT Magazine, 10/17/04)

Coors’ Social Security Privatization Plan – Total Price: $2 Trillion
According to the President’s Commission to Strengthen Social Security, the total cost of a partial privatization plan for Social Security would be at least $1.6 trillion over ten years, and could reach $2 trillion with inflation. According to Wall Street Journal columnist Al Hunt, the $2 trillion price tag attached to Social Security privatization is the cost just for partial privatization. (NFIB debate, 7/1/04; WP, 9/14/04; Report of the President’s Commission on Social Security, 12/01, p. 91; Hunt column, WSJ, 9/2/04)

CBO:  Plan To Partially Privatize Social Security “Would Reduce Expected Retirement Benefits Relative To Scheduled Benefits”

According the no-partisan Congressional Budget Office, the type of social security plan favored by Peter Coors will force benefit cuts, even if the personal savings accounts grow from 23 to 45 percent. The CBO estimated that Plan II of the Presidents Commission to Strengthen Social Security “would reduce expected retirement benefits relative to scheduled benefits, even when the benefits paid from IAs are included.”  Benefits for the middle quartile of the1980s birth cohort would be 30 percent lower, and benefits for the middle quartile of the 2000s cohort would be 45 percent lower. (CBO, "Long-term Analysis of Plan 2 of the President's Commission to Strengthen Social Security," 7/21/2004, page 15 and Table 2)

Bush Economic Report: “Personal Retirement Accounts Widen The Deficit By Design"

According to President Bush's Economic Report of the President 2004, "personal retirement accounts widen the deficit by design." In total, the Social Security plan presented in the Economic Report of the President CSSS Plan II would increase the deficit by $2 trillion over ten years. This plan proposes individual accounts that average about 2 percent of payroll (technically, 4 percent of payroll up to a maximum $1,000 annual contribution). (Council of Economic Advisers, Economic Report of the President 2004, pp. 143 and Social Security Administration, Office of the Actuary, "Estimates of Financial Effects for Three Models Developed by the President's Commission to Strengthen Social Security," January 31, 2002)

Study Estimated Fees To Wall Street Investment Firms If Any Of CSSS Partial Privatization Plans 

In September 2004, Austan Goolsbee, a professor at the University of Chicago’s Graduate School of Business, published a study analyzing the amount of money private financial institutions would collect, over 75 years, if any of the three plans proposed by President Bush’s Commission to Strengthen Social Security (CSSS) was enacted.  Goolsbee estimated that the management fee would for a plan that allowed individuals some, but limited, personal investment options to be 80 basis points (0.8 percent) in accordance with 2004 CBO estimates.  Goolsbee’s analysis assumes universal participation in the plan. (Goolsbee, The Fees of Private Accounts and the Impact of Social Security Privatization on Financial Managers, 9/04)

Private Financial Institutions Would Gain $940 Billion If CSSS Plan II Was Enacted

Goolsbee estimated that private investment firms stood to gain $524 billion in fees if Plan II was enacted. (Goolsbee, The Fees of Private Accounts and the Impact of Social Security Privatization on Financial Managers, 9/04)



	Salazar’s the “salt of the earth choice”

[KLS]: I’m Ken Salazar, and I approved this message.


	DP Endorsed Salazar’s 2004 Senate Bid: “Independence, Common Sense And Fiscal Moderation”

In an editorial published on October 17, 2004 entitled “Ken Salazar for U.S. Senate,” the Denver Post wrote, “We urge Salazar's election. He has a vigorous and impressive background in public service and has proved his effectiveness in office time and again. He personifies Colorado characteristics of independence, common sense and fiscal moderation, and has the temperament to bridge the partisan divide that has led the current Congress to one impasse after another. … Salazar is a salt-of-the-earth choice if ever there was one, and not only because he looks like he was born in his cowboy hat. Twice elected attorney general, and a moderate voice in Democratic politics, he has played a major role in state resource and law enforcement policies for well over a decade.  … Salazar would go to the Senate as a problem-solver, waving the flag of civility and pragmatism. We urge voters to give him the chance.” (editorial, DP, 10/17/04)




